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Abstract

Utterances that cause the hearer fo take a particular action are commonly found in daily life. Such
phenomenon is known as directive speech act; one of Searle’s (1975) five speech acts. Directive speech
acts can be classified into various subgroups such as commands, requests, and suggestions. This article aims

fo compare the occurrence of directive verbs in four language registers; legal language, media language,
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political language, and academic language and classify them into groups based on directive imposition.
The corpus of 60,000 words were collected from each language register. The findings reveal that directive
verbs can be classified into five groups based on directive impositions: obligation, urging, informing,
suggestions and wishes. While directive verbs denoting obligation have the strongest imposition, those
denoting wishes have the weakest imposition. Directive verbs are mostly found in legal language, with the
highest frequency in directive verbs of obligation. Directive verbs of suggestions are mostly found in academic
language. Political language is characterized by directive verbs of wishes. Media language, on the other
hand, is characterized by directive verbs of urging. These directive verbs reflect the power of the users of

each language register.
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directives directive verbs language register language and power
media language  political language academic language legal language
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