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Cultural Roles of Today’s Japanese Myths : Variety & Unity
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Abstract

Japanese Myth (Nihonshinwa) was compiled from different regions’ fables that had been told since
the distant past. Japanese Myth was found in the first part of “Kojiki” (712 A.D.) which was recorded as
the first Japanese written literature, and the first part of “Nihonshoki” (720 A.D) which was the first history
textbook of Japan.The stories in Japanese Myth are about the origin of all things, the birth of deities, the
beginning of the lands. They also fell that the Japanese emperors are the descendants of the Sun Goddess,
and have absolute power and authority fo rule the country. Japanese Myth was used for political purpose
by the pre-war government to persuade people to become patriotic and devote themselves to the
Emperor.Then, the image of Kojiki and Nihonshoki became the pictures of the dark period of war. In the
21" century, Japanese Myth has been rewritten in a variety of different literary works, such as easy-fo-read
modern pocket books, cartoons and picture books. The stories of history and the origins of Japan are very
much live issues. Kojiki’s 1300 year anniversary events that were held in 2012 also have had the effect
of increasing the popularity of Japanese Myth tourism activities. This paper is to present that Japanese Myth
foday is the media for passing the various fraditions down from generation to generation. It makes people
feel conscious that they are Japanese and that they share mutual history. The stories in the myth composed
the meaning of local land, and are the bond between people and the region. ”Kojiki boom” in these days
reflected the acceptance of the variety of many local myths which were complied in Kojiki, affected unity
of Japanese people.

This paper is part of my research on the Japan Foundation Short-term Fellowship Program for 2013-
2014, based on the field research in Tokyo, Shimane, Tottori, Nara and Miyazaki.

Keywords: Japanese Myth, Kojiki, cultural function, variety
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