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PERCEPTION OF LEXICAL TONES IN THAI CHILDREN OF
DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS
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Abstract

This studly investigates tonal perception (5 lexical tones) of young native Thai children. The data were
collected from children of three different age groups: 2,0-3;11, 4:0-5;11, and 6;0-7:11. Each group consisted
of 25 participants. A two-choice identification task was carried out using picture selecting method. In the
study, the participants listened fo a recorded monosyllabic word once on their headphones and were asked

fo identify the word they have heard.

The results revealed that the tonal perception among Thai children of the three age groups was different.
The oldest group performed best, followed by the middle group, and the youngest group (98%, 90.8% and
69.8% respectively). The difference between the three age groups was statistically significant when analyzed
with f-test. Moreover, it was found that the low fone generates a relatively high confusion and it was offen
misidentified as the mid tone. From the studly, it is argued that Thai children by age two are ready to develop

sensitivity toward lexical tones and they will achieve mastery affer the age of eight.

Keyword : perception, lexical tones, Thai children
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