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A STUDY OF THAI CHILDRENS PERCEPTION OF AFFECTIVE
INTONATION
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Abstract

his study investigates Thai children’s perception of affective utterances in two fypes of emotion polar

opposites: happy-sad and interested-bored. Participants were 40 children from two age groups (5,0-7:11,
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and 8;0-10;11) and 3 adults (20-24 years of age). A two-choice identification task was carried out in order
fo fest their perception of two fypes of emotion polar opposites by picture selecting method. In the studly,
the participants listened fo an utterance (either a farget or a filler utterance) on the headphones and then
were asked fo identify the type of affective utterance by pointing at one of the two pictures presented.

The results show that the children are highly accurate at identifying the four affective intonations (90.94%
average). The difference between the two age groups is not statistically significant when analyzed with t-
test. The finding suggests that by the age of 5, Thai children have already developed and mastered
perception of affective intonation.

Keyword : Perception, affective utterance, intonation, Thai children
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