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The Belief in Crocodiles in Khmer Society
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Abstract

The study aims to explore the belief in crocodiles in Khmer society. According to the studly, the root of
the Cambodians’ belief in crocodiles of originates from the geography features of the country which havean
abundance of rivers and canals.  The belief is clearly reflected in folklore and idioms. Even though
Cambodian people seem fo view crocodiles as wild, ungrateful and unintelligent creatures, they regard
crocodiles as sacred, Such concept has been portrayed in many traditional stories. According to certai folklore,
crocodiles can fransform into human. Once the human dies, he will become an icon which helps those who

made requests fulfilled. The tradition belief in crocodiiles of Cambodian people is somehow mixed with the



2 nufseilu opuons M

religion that was subsequently adopted. The combination of the belief can be seen from the carving of Vishnu
and crocodliles at Krawan femple. Such combination of the belief has never appeared in Hindu mythology,
nor in crocodlile flags or even in the legend of the goddess of earth in Theravada Buddhism. Thus, the belief
in crocodiles represents the belief of Cambodian people and their geography, the relationship between
Cambodian people and crocodiles as well as the way Cambodians dispel the fear of crocodiles.

Key Words: crocodiles, traditional beliefs, Khmer society
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