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Various Views on Semantic Prime
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Abstract

The study of semantic prime has long been a source of interest and research among
linguists.  The focus of the study involves not only an attempt to understand semantic prime
meaning, but it also includes the use of semantic prime in analyzing linguistic data. The latfer
has prompted debate and divided scholars info two separate camps holding opposing views
on the issve. This paper aims to present both views so that they can be used as a guideline
for those interested in investigating the topic in order to generate more discussions on a wider

scale.
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st ula Ao Fusdan (Wierzbicka. 1972) Fldnannda semantic prime 31

“every language has an irreducible core in terms of

which the speakers can understand all complex

thoughts and utterances, and that the irreducible

cores of all natural languages match, so that we can
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speak, effectively, of the irreducible core of all
languages, reflecting the irreducible core of human thought.”
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semantic prime \fiumiisdwidsanaaglusuzesmizndviomisedlais s:Ald Tasmiomiy
zdagAvANNVINEUAUEaANAMANY R mﬁfﬂLﬁmﬁ’ummﬁmﬁugwummuqyﬁ 13U AN ALONG
TIME Tunsndongy (umitedd Ay semantic prime Tunmdanguuaslusaisidoaiudlunmn
Suiifiuvanemiian A LONG TIME enaufuiiiesdifen uasvin semantic prime tHududsnila
FufusosnsnasfUssnausasitiudndoll Wy M1 SOMEONE Tummdenge (Husieiils

ansaudveenidu u q 1680 wselilldanaindrin SOME awfud1in ONE wenaani semantic

prime fofigurs w3a variant forms 1@ wu fd1 “thing” Tunsanguiugusginilenes
something WalAnfumUsin3arL AssIuIu 1 this something visnefi this thing %38 one
something %1889 one thing (Hudiu (Wierzbicka. 1972)

wananil semantic prime Tuusazmmranaiisnsuzmeliensaifiuansemild wu a9
udinsiaiuflduddesionsgu wiinsenuminefiiuanamineuiuely  fafunsiiansd
semantic prime %38 lexical prime %G”m\ﬁmezﬁmnﬁagaﬁﬁé’ﬁmumnuazﬁmmmL%aﬁa (rich and
reliable data) i'suﬁu’aﬁaﬁmiflzﬁazi'mizﬁmz’?\ﬂmﬂmﬁﬂmmimmL?"Jﬂm%'aawu'mﬁmazL’%f'aacsi"ma'm
Anurnedunenf

msfne semantic prime 1"y yetnsBeluns@nmnnmuas ausssumassungulan
@:N‘Wﬁ\‘i nanaRe mngdnen aansafianaussiaadnliruninezesEungs Hu AiifiAN
VL A9TRINGIIN (cultural word) v3BRRiRANNTINEL avdnBausiansTuMsEednErFanan
ldn s uuansseInnEdy 01 Masie midenadndesidonaiy Husu madils
AMNNNIEDDY semantic prime %ﬁﬂﬁtﬁﬂ%wummﬁﬁwasiaﬁ’muﬁﬁwmnfojmulﬁﬁstwmul,wia:
n@;uﬁauﬁitww%‘agﬂLLumaon'}mﬁH’[un'ﬁLL AVBDNNN TUSTINTDINGNAU Anaft Ty YuAN
Antfuated Ao Anazesei (Whorf. 1956) deldnanalissil

“Every language is a vast pattern-system, different from

others, in which are culturally ordained the form and

categories by which the personality not only communicates,

but also analyses nature, notices or neglects types of

relationship and phenomena, channels his reasoning, and

builds the house of his consciousness.”
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usnaniinsidnlaides semantic prime GoviigR uladasnsulainuinusssuiany
hlauazaszmindennelumsidenldtosslumsulaBasiiisiuimusssalddhenindeny Eode
BLIALEIN (Goddard. 1998; citing Tsvetaeve. 1972) nal¥i1 “there are some things which cannot
be thought in another language” Fvnananaldin “fung suweswiilsi 1wnsaRavSarvuslasls
aduld uenimflonnmnvsaisies fifsuiudeiudmnanvssnviuinisAaniaimue “dla
fifudesamzneTausssnlasnisAndensduinduidsssnmasfusdvionduanaiiugn
awmilsualifludnasmils fedwiduiud Ao fa1 “nsdle” Tunmwnlne deudaifiunimn
Fonguuianammezesdli wysaivield 1w avaned nlddviuan

noaasaLaziIasinnn (Goddard; & Wierzbicka. 2007) Lﬂuﬁjwﬁaﬁ wladnwideviinazle
NANNNNANVINIDDY semantic prime ot

®the simplest sense of the exponent words can be

matched across languages; that is, they are ‘lexical universals’,

it is recognized that their secondary, polysemic meanings

may differ widely from language to language.“

(ﬁ°7ﬁwu§7u17ﬁgnmy7ﬁtnﬁaun"u pr95endndanilaladn ‘Aidanyae na’

uw'ﬂ7wwmyimﬁwmnmwﬂaaﬂ"wmﬁﬁ?mwmnw’wn‘"uhlfuuw’azmm)

naaasauazioadndn (Goddard; & Wierzbicka. 2007; Wierzbicka. 1995) fiaanuifiu
dmsfiasAnde “soasune “sdedasusidasiu “sannmszaaslasdsiunsduduiEesenislag
e ase aviuting1ndn mnwestuuizaamguf Tasldvgus Natural Semantic Metalanguage
(NSM) snestnpidasiiiasili awnsafianadssdiusne 9 Tunslaowsndu g 16 wasi b
hlamnamaneiuiedelui o wilumefiatedndusessnniinzAanseimunszuuanadnlunmn
Au WldAudertunisldnieus wu A1d1 “dusha” Tunsny e Faduitesueldannunnvin
fiosaBunadisnmndongy  wnzaidesedunslasanduanuianudnlalunuas iaussany B
Husdnef

Yszifuiin ula wsuumanaiasnisin uayuNavzadinA A Af 2 na;uﬁﬁﬁiams
Anwi3e9 semantic prime najmmn@un@"uﬁﬁumm AYTAINIIANEY semantic prime  udn
ngawilvAnlunenseiudng nanansa (Goddard. 1998) Seifluiiiliay ¥iun1s@nu3oe semantic
prime WAzt aNAnANLLIMgE] NSM uasldidsuunanusAumoieadiy \3puitlufe “Bad arguments
against semantic primitives” Iﬂm}i\‘lﬁﬁ)zﬁ’lﬁﬂﬁuﬁmw 1 ‘ﬁﬁ@'l, upAMNAAWIULAEITY semantic prime
frwanadilataaaeieunafuselasusniudssifiusie 4 wazldnanluumndui gitlidnla
nquf NSM zasusuwn esinauacldidoudeliussaanaumiu deliiAaanadnlafiligniaaninuas
Lﬁﬂﬂzgmé‘j"u 7 ANNT LU NINANTNUIZIAUAN “NWUSTE1I N semantic prime U “objectivism” #38
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anadulaly “abstractness” 38 AMNIUUINGIIHN “non-verifiability” W38 AN wsaR ald
uaz “implausible view”  w3aanauiiulylaila %’"\1LﬁmrT‘unwﬁ'auimmﬁ’umimzmﬂwamm
"1W5UAIIT “objectivism” Fifudn °1¢ng1‘7'inamm%@ndnﬁaﬁuﬁmmwmﬂmuﬂ"ﬂﬁmmaaLﬂaﬁ (Kelly.
1986: Online) Fatl

“Objectivism regards reason as an absolute. It holds that

all knowledge is based on the evidence of the senses.

It holds that all beliefs, conclusions, and convictions must

be established by logical methods of inquiry and tested by

logical methods of verification. In short, it holds that the

scientific approach applies to all areas of knowledge.”

(ANuiuysiy vaeds mavaviuvanaiiy o7 wysnfuvvegTuii

lnendadrnnwsionaredu "ol wnsad s ol anmide un g1

uazail, 91A 9 1inensnsle i s awauas wnsana auls

ﬁ?y?}ﬁmiﬁﬂﬁmvm%‘dﬁ NUVE NHALYUNL gﬂlﬁ?'v uisavreens

Wssdeyisninenan asuyssendlsiuns@nymaugim s g dusy)

nanAN3A (Goddard. 1998) li5undaliufisnaenguiifinaafusneaneuin “abad precedent”
Fovanefe “fhetreniauuunieilif” uar Sanandpindeliudeianaaiaainanaliindelusl
AN3DE1UTIRSY (this is as proof of the foolishness of the whole idea)

noAANSA (Goddard. 1998) NENYIN M3IANHI3EY semantic prime vy Huaameead
aiezianamsnslunwlaslfuuamems@nniiiionin NSM Badfii UBUUIANAREADUETN
BesdnaBefneidesilinuiue 25 U wuamemafnenil “wiusiuuwamenisfinenidaenluiiad wie
conceptual analysis 7a9nguiinAnludnissed 17 Seldun 1o in 11 mauaz 013luad Wusu

upssIsninen (Wierzbicka. 1972) LﬂumuﬁmﬁﬂmiL%ﬂuﬁmnﬂi: UNISOILARZWITOUUN
auugiusesaudeiiin ynwlulandnud semantic prime sufiafiu “miiomdn na” 7
vliigeu 1ansas suazdlamnamanefiuviaielums “aanaszniiuld anewAdbens Sesdnen
(Wierzbicka. 1972) ffunwuind semantic prime BEIUIU 60 M %\1é’autﬁuﬁwﬁugﬁuﬁwﬂuvmmm
f9EN9T89 semantic prime Tunsdengs 1HLARTIN I, YOU, SOMEONE, THINK, SAY Waz GOOD
WHusiu

nNaAnI3SA (Goddard. 1998) thimafiandauunanuisumfiiefosnisiuane dyse
semantic prime AINLUINWYAY NSM LLazﬁaomiLLﬁ‘memLﬁﬂaﬁmmaﬂi:n'mﬁmﬁ’uL%‘aoﬁmaana;u
UnAndananansa Fundnga “anti-primitives” 1ABNaaAISANEIIINDGY WITOMIMENZIUNNATEINN
afusuarmpudoliudedonalifodne ung wna lasldundnazesuianuaen (Jackendoff. 1983,
1990) weAvsiudszifiunsnlasuiaauaen Feudarunannginin semantic prime Adnwuziiu
wimsssnni il wnsneduienien asdsingnisainenmiviesnuiususssunisliiustie
Foauld Ananidudeiuuuifnoedesiinn (Wierzbicka. 1990) fiiaiinns@nu semantic prime v
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¥li wnsooearwldlndidssiuanamsneidsannil awiana1aBnidanilalén semantic prime ¥l
nastannunneaInEmilslufednmemitsiaanuinantiesd A e 3 Faghedesneil
Forimnaneuddezesisstinn (Wierzbicka, 1990)

1. M995UIMANNNNERIATIN “lie”

i1 lie gnianamiedszifiudannaulu “sadfumsnsziiliduazlailésuns
ponsums i gBudnlafaluainanuiiuais dalsinglusandie A
w1 A X liedtoY =

X said something to person Y

X knew it was not true

X said it because X wanted Y to think it was true

People think it is bad if someone does this

2.  M32BUIUANNNILDDIATIN “break”

@130 “break” Wumn3enlungw causatives (n3enu avaaiu wng-ivinliiawale q
awan) Tapmanisalizuanningsii (agent) lévin3enunetneds ‘swausetnslfotng ¥ uasTugae
naniu Jag Y gnvianevial“smevie amnoly desingludietne B
M0t B X broke Y =

X did something to thing Y

because of this, something happened to Y at this time

because of this, after this Y was not one thing any more

3.  M59BUNEANYINIETEYAIIN happy

A “happy” \ud avensnaivierand™n fete C u asliiAudl happy fu
miuniw%am'mﬁ“nﬁﬁmeﬁoﬁl,ﬁm%uﬁ’u X uazld wmsaaﬁmﬂﬁnymwaommi“nﬁuaanmma 1
16 venldifiveiniuanad “niiduasmnifadufviliifianug o dsingluset ¢
#1989 C X was happy =

X felt something because X thought something

Sometimes a person thinks something like this:

some very good things happened to me

| wanted things like this to happen

| don’t want other things now

When this person thinks this, this person feels something good

X felt something like this

because X thought something like this

NFIDEN A, B uar C fefinaninndnesiurinliiiiugn nsfnm NSM Tawld semantic prime
WpBnEAIiENEYEanaaANa NIt lUS N meiadiu el ansavilduasildaaiinaa
Tumsudannuaniipuaadis ﬁoﬁ’umiﬁnmmuLmeaﬁ%vLsﬂ“ﬁm‘sﬁ’nmﬂ‘nngmmﬁmommﬁL‘i’lu
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wrnsssnnnawhlile aansadhladuldudesnla  wdidun1s@nsuieeaunuieiisadune
Usngmsafitny Taslddiugiunde semantic prime Tunisdemasamumaneimanty uenand
noAMSA (Goddard. 1998) fananifuznn1sAnsE3ed semantic prime vavipsdanIniueud
fuilusaifiosnage wn we 3usousl) 1972 Genunil semantic prime gAY 13 M1 T 1992 W
91U semantic prime ndwTu 30 Fuazlutlagiiuwuidiie ™y 60 M

noAA3A (Goddard. 1998) nanvimsfindielgudiorng o waAUswuazudonduiuf
iieldanunszanlufuanavianesey semantic prime 33W99N3UN semantic prime  31lFAw
WUIMIMTAATIZVULY NSM aeingndias m\ls\i\lﬁﬁwmm*?‘iawia'j'm%a@gnLLmﬁmaaﬂ’nﬁmnf\ju anti-
primitives fuauitlsifigueudatinle uAnssuaalafivhlddesdouunanudfidissenifiuinin
Aanguilifugiifianasauiuaziduiivensulursismsetenierne ddumndodnlanguinie
WUIMINMTIATIZT NSM atnaaamden wasiludnndiasaifenahlianudnlafinainniou
donamuwdvaslilunnheinndu  mawadsnanFeiuhiianuman: uisswaiinann$aldoanun
aoudalduivnionnuidnlasuasianfoufitnAnuauiideunimnonis@ng NSM

naAANSA (Goddard. 1998) nUszifiuidas “primitive thinking” Goifuuuimanisfnezes
A AsmeduNyEe e TuaneAtse nneldftnanyssinengamilein aseaiuliinsdnm
vidovhenandnlageulungu “sanla “seamiaiu uumens@nmiduoumialéun “primitive thinking
approach” ignfiuAINMNIETBIA1IN primitive thinking Hu dhawen s lntu (Liu. 2002:
Online) W3suLiiBUILnIe “primitive thinking” iU “civilized tradition” 31

“The creative attitude of civilized tradition focuses on intellectual

introspection and embellishment, whereas primitive thinking is

perceptual, emotional and sincere, exactly the opposite of the

civilized approach”

(RIWANTEITY “civilized tradition” souiuluizounszuaunsan

uazt 55 9 Ayan lusausii primitive thinking wiuluisonieaiy

m3suSuazersuainug niiaiuesv)

inAnuwnguAsudliay dwiunsfne primitive thinking wazsnazldiiandnsay
viodaingmsaineneanliiensiieuluguousin 9 wnzsiuihlbildineu: dyuacli wnsn
ly ‘e quiigndeeifieniumasuiu q 16 dndangui Taun

WasUazlAT1 4§ (Goddard. 1998: citing Harre and Krausz. 1997) fdoudny “semantic
relativism” lagldnalanuuidnvasdssdaniie usl3ludl 1992 i

“there is a small number of words for which exact equivalents

exist in all languages and in every culture”

“:7@°7ﬁ7°7muﬁaﬂﬁﬁmmwmmw’m‘"mgnﬂﬁzmi?mgnmm URSIIUDTIN

uasuazias1 F (Goddard. 1998; citing Harre and Krausz. 1997) nanilanfiuuifnzed
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Buwdandidfailul 1992 feaiudeeluiad na 10 Yszmainfusluimidli wnsoedunewvie
vstnpUangnisaimenszesnysdld  Taenegldnd1inFosdanlildendegimialdlfideu

U
- [

Fannn Wy yuundalidaeudahlidoyalivndefenndelduiiusiuasias §(Goddard. 1998;
citing Harre and Krausz. 1997) lénaliiiinenadaun asanadiulsnguldd ufeseuda
Ausdanldfne1i309 semantic prime Wufuszpzaeuiuedl waranauiddedideiaefivinli
Fepdanmus g semantic prime Wiatuides q uar wsnldesuie fanaviaienenanuang
Tunssine q 16idustned nesnsanaunasuasiadn § (Goddard. 1998; citing Harre and Krausz.
1997) luimnsenildlifiamasunussdesdaniomsauasfadsuminindesnanlasann
ANNALLILATOUABL  TIANNIATIA BUANYNGDY wzuiiasuddesdanilEideudeedonanly
wdlull 1994 Taunannin semantic prime dufisnwowinduidos 4 maswoudayanmensiuas
Usz umsaimsvinidbeesiisedefife iundaniies

noAASA  (Goddard. 1998) na1siaddipldsueuzeILasuaziAT1 F (Goddard. 1998;
citing Harre and Krausz. 1997) finanalasfi3ssdnnudnhldnswinfianudlafieaiandount
vanesens 1wy nand deyafiiestanmiunlflumaiessiiuiudeyailifiveneviaanuide
fiinsfneides primitive Tagnsfnsrandnseainmsldnmeissegraieniuduuwimeiilain
afioiin me:ﬁmﬁnmaomawaﬁﬁwmﬁwﬁo‘lﬂwﬁnLLuuLﬁmwa iy M5 desdan fad1din think
iy @i know 1fiu semantic prime viog Aadausnifuauazmissanumaneiuiiusitligndes uas
UAZLATY B (Goddard. 1998; citing Harre and Krausz. 1997) LLﬁodﬁﬁﬂﬁy’\‘l aaﬁﬁmmomwwmmg
Tuwamaieiudeliasdausniduauas i nie du aan13503 (perceptual words) A1 “hear”
iy “listen” ﬁuﬁagTuLLamaoﬂawuwNWHLﬁmﬁ’u \iEufdn think uay know dufafiuindesda
mMl#faneiuazdadiuun semantic prime ligniios  noaadaldudsdaAmiudnavluin e uas
UazlAT1 F (Goddard. 1998; citing Harre and Krausz. 1997) nanguilvilifiuindsfianadnlai
AnaAdauluEes polysymy wia “Fvainanuviany” lasa1adxluiiduieanluuiens wnsad
ANANEALANaeTuRIus 2 AsmanetuluAly Wy fi see Tunsdonge Tuuszloaiid « see
what you mean” f11 see flildmaneionmssusviaonsuasiiiuiiiuldsomusminsioaadaia
Winlasevn Feandetwiian adlifiuin @i see & 2 AwmINBLATLESUALIATY § (Goddard.
1998; citing Harre and Krausz. 1997) 81adn"~4 “dydadily

wenaniigefitnAnaudu 9 SnfilanfviuzesSesdanludnsusguwdioatud  Teelddesal
UNNEIU NSM LLa:azLaﬂmsﬁnmﬁumwi”[uLﬁomqwﬁmammm aSagaandausidaiuly
WUIMNIANEAufiediseiuausssudnelaeaseiisfiuiinsfnedeosnisn awnsavinlidnla
fugumsiansssmesfynnladg  udlilguumenmsfnwmiednimusssalaenss dofunn
fasnsiiudnnludesesiansssumslimanmaisuundanquiiua asdu ¢ Misdeslaunseas
findn sietluwndniidaudeszninanguiindaia asngudsnanillufingulafignniefin  iHuiissaudn
wiuludanneifienlduasnatiulssdulunsdnndsludiddons@nemeiunsuag Tanssa
suiduiFaviimuiiersznim asnasuausuazanainliiadadaudedadelduderuldforiuiniu

Bosinuifuiuagimlulumssivsede 39 s3dosngainisinis
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