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Abstract

The principal objective of this reserch is to study the function of the modal auxiliary
/ ca?/ ‘will as an irrealis marker in Thai grammar.

Results show that /ca?/ in various syntactic constructions marks reality status in the
‘irrealis” domain which contrasts with ‘realis’. In the ‘realis’ domain, a situation actually took
place or is taking place, while in the “irrealis” domain, it is viewed as having not yet occurred,
and the incident may or may not happen. The redlity status is a typological category and
the semantic domains related to ‘irrealis’ which are expressed by /ca?/ are probability,
possibility, infention, fulure tense, conditionals, purpose, goal, and the start of an event. Thus,
this study argues for the status of /ca?/ as an irrealis marker rather than a fulure tense marker

or modality as traditionally stated in previous studies.
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“afen dander <iur <Tiue den “vane” sjevang” “dee” ‘@ “ala” “weun” “ iasla”

@

“In” waz © ula” Wudu

o
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vasaniingnivaa aiinenne “Niuszeemicy $1eseq Aifld3n “ar” Usinguda e
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wiiweazu avszduanuiulasnnifenidinslafionn wu Tusedeil (17) “wnizsiowis” u e
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