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TRUTH OR LIES
PSYCHOANALYSIS ON THE MOVIE, THE OUTRAGE
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Abstract

This paper demystifies the simultaneous guilty pleading fo the same murder charge of
three characters in The Outrage, a Thai 2011 movie-of-the-year. Using psychoanalytic theory,
it can be seen that the mental conditions of the three characters involving the warlord’s death,
namely the bandit, the widow, and the warlord, are complicated. In the court, a place where
the state authority prevails, their confessions are simply conformity fo the social expectations,
resulting from the mechanism of the conscious at work. However, they make slips which reflect
their unconsciousness. In confrast, when they are behind the public eye, or in the grove where
the warlord is killed, they violate the social expectations. Driven by the unconscious, their
behaviors at this realm become outrageous. Nonetheless, the ideology of social class is
pervasive even in this place and manifests itself in their unconsciousness. In their defense of
honor in the grove, they exploit each other unlike theirs in the court where they ultimately value
honor above their life. The Pamuang Tunnel, where false confessions in the court are recalled
and criticized and where the truth is told, is considered the area of the pre-conscious. At this

place, the nature of human mind is leamed.

Keywords  film studies psychoanalysis The Outrage
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