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The Significance of Theravada Atthakatha in Studying Tipitaka

o s a

Nadend anngIuna  Kittisak Larpsuriyakul’

q q

UNANLa

nwissiiidaguemdiiednm (1) Midlawszi@winiszasesianan (2) nanmIuaziimiafunawzwns
WAtk uaz (3) anwimayzesesanaffidensdnswszlasldgn wamsidpwudt  essanmfieiifiaaudaie
wnsma wizwnsidmsdunszersonanasdwazasdun adbdgusinew widadnasdlasinennszunonay
a & Ao : a A wVew A . = > =
Snrananiiisondt dAmnmaw laswwinananasadnlidaedend amessanm Gedennlaudaidune
a Ql Y a o IS 3 a é s Y [l
fava aunwriiwszasIonmnIgiddiimseesanonauidumsuaniiond afwieronm dadiaslitiuedau
fagtu  swdspibhiauenannauazitnselunenszwnnad  uszmisldassonadnmwszlasdpnludiuengg
ldur nmaudanTafanunszynsnat mieSunetolfuGuaznansssn MITaRNIARNIENNTNAY uazn1aTuny
Geslunszlaslgn  duAfessanm@anudagedvbsdans@nsmezlasign  iwnztimeSunogudnriuss
a a o oA A v v & v v = &
ANNWNNY  BEBANANANTTININY  waziasasTadsznanieliithlaiiaanalunsslasdgnlaniheanedndgs
oy
BIUU

adan : wizlasiyn, avsnnm, wizwnowa, s

Abstract
This research aims to study (1) the origin and development of Atthakatha, (2) the principles and approaches used
by Atthakatha, and (3) the significance of Atthakatha in studying Tipitaka. The results are as follows: Atthakatha was
originated by Lord Buddha as the first commentator. Upon revision of the Tipitaka, the exegesis was done to revise
the other category of the Buddha's words together with the disciples’ proverbs as Maha-Atthakatha later transliterated
into Sinhalese. The commentators then re-transliterated it to Pali Abhinava-Atthakatha used till now. The researcher
proposed the ways by which the commentators describe Tipitaka, and the use of Atthakatha in various aspects such
as translating or interpreting the Pali, explaining the Dhamma principles, classifying the Pali, and searching the
historical evidences. Atthakatha therefore becomes significant for studying Tipitaka because it is potentially used to
explain the vocabulary forms and meanings, the Dhamma and Discipline, and the stories to bring about the better

understanding Tipitaka.

Keywords: Tipitaka, Atthakatha, Buddha’s words, Theravada
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