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Solasamahacetiyas and the Nostalgic Look back to the Flourish
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Abstract

Solasamahacetiyas are sixteen Sri Lanka’s pagodas that, according to Atthakatha, Lord Buddha visited. However,
there are evidences suggesting that the idea of these cetiyas might occur during the Polonnaruwa period, such as
Kataragamacetiya, one of the cetiyas dedicated to Kataragama deviyo who was popular in the 14" century and rose
to prominence in the 16" century. Moreover, the painting of Solasamahacetiyas on the ceiling in the Maharaja
Viharaya Cave in Dambulla dated back to the eighteenth century, after the Polonnaruwa period.

The idea of Solasamahacetiyas might be explained by the nostalgic look back to the flourish Anuradhapura period,
since almost all cetiyas were constructed during glorious Mahavamsa era of Anuradhapura. Solasamahacetiyas acted
as the symbol of Buddhism all over the Lanka Island, implicating that Sri Lanka was the Buddhist land. Lastly, the
idea of Solasamahacetiyas was also aimed to unify and equalize Mahavihara School, Abhayagirivihara School and
Jetavanavihara School under Solasamahacetiyas, in order to get the harmony of monks and Buddhists in Lanka after

the schism lasting for 1,254 years.

Keywords: Solasamahacetiyas, Anuradhapura, Mahavihara, Abhayagirivihara, Jetavanavihara
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