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An investigation and storage project of Sattapan Lanna
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Abstract
This paper studies beliefs, faiths, designs, forms and conditions of crisis concerning Lanna Sattapan, a kind of
decorative sacrificial candlestick of northern Thailand. The research areas cover provinces of Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai,
Phayao, Lampang, Lamphun, Phrae and Nan. The objects of study are amount to 128 pieces, both old and new. The
methods of study are primarily the field data collecting, interview of monks and knowledgeable people in communities,
analyzing, synthesizing and describing the primary data. The results show that Sattapans, which are tributed by being
located in front of the Buddha in every Lanna temples of northern Thailand, represent two main sets of common ideas
and beliefs : 1) cosmological ideas reflected in latent symbols of relationship between the universe and the world and
2) pedagogic ideas of Buddhism intended to be a guideline of living for Lanna Buddhists. Their iconographic styles can
be grouped into different varieties : 1) Naga 2) Hera 3) Garuda 4) Rahu 5) Ogre 6) Angel 7) Creature 8) Flora 9) Zodiac
sign 10). Elephant and Horse 11) Cloud. Concerning their shapes, five categories of Sattapan are found: 1) Triangle
2) Pentagon 3) Pillar 4) Semicircle and 5) Steps. The conditions of crisis for Sattapan Lanna are 1) a significant
number of Sattapans has been replaced by the other style of altars gaining their popularity from the influence of central
Thailand culture 2) art collectors are searching for beauty Sattapans more and more 3) Sattapansin many temples
lack proper maintenance, causing their decay and damage. 4) nowadays lack of traditional craftsmen makes

knowledges of Sattapan gradually deminished.
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