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Abstract
The objective of this research is to study the Thai wisdom scripted from the central didactic literatures in the age of
printing (A.D. 1926 — 1950). It is found that the authors of this group of literatures had introduced beneficial teachings
suited for the living of people which can be categorized into 6 groups: the teaching of living lives for general people,
the teaching of good behaviors for single women, the teaching of mating for the young, the teaching of courtship for
men, the teaching of marriage for husbands and wives, and the teaching of good manners for mother-in-law and son-
in-law. By doing this, the authors conveyed their didactic wisdom through 10 teaching strategies which are: direct-
teaching technique to repeat the dos and don’ts, story-telling technique to have readers educated and entertained,
challenge-and-trial technique to empirically state the result, reasoning-and-exemplifying technique to be more
understandable, explication technique of to be more explicit, alluring technique to readers by stating the result of good
and bad deeds, comparison technique to be more concrete, contextual-referring technique to be more credible,
repeating technique to stick within the point, and conversational technique, based on Buddhist practice, to enrich the
readers’ mind. The wisdom of the authors, presented through these didactic literatures, was accumulated by learning
from books, notes, custom, tradition, social rules, and practices. These old didactics, derived from the ancestors, are
seen as good and suitable for all readers to bring happiness, peacefulness, and security. The benefit of reading the

didactic literatures is not only for individuals but also for families and social as a whole.

Keywords : wisdom, local wisdom, the central didactic literature, printing age
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