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FORMAL EDUCATIONAL PRACTICES TO CONTROL
KNOWLEDGE OF LOCAL WISDOM

Montana Pipatpen®”

Abstract

This research article is part of a study entitled “Formal education:
Meaning and identity construction of local wisdom. The objectives of this
article were to analyze: 1) ideology of formal education; 2) actual practices of
non-formal education and informal education as extension education of formal
education; and 3) inclusion of local wisdom in formal education. Discourses
collected from related literature, research reports, experiences of formal
education practitioners, and data collected through in-depth interviews with
people in the community were analyzed.

The study found that the process of creating meanings and importance
of education is controlled by the country’s modernization policy according to
capitalist ideology. The fact that the actual educational practices have
constructed spaces of non-formal and informal education as extension
education under formal education reflects the power of education in the form
of rules and regulations that control the existence of other types of education
as secondary to formal education, and can have value only after being
compared with formal education whereas local wisdom included in the
curriculum is reduced to learning the forms of wisdom products. Therefore,
formal education has power to control other types of knowledge and education.

Keywords: Formal educational practices, Local wisdom
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