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A PHENOMENOLOGICAL STUDY ON THE PROCESS OF
LOCAL WISDOM ADAPTATION

Pissamai Ratanarojsakul'®

Abstract

This research presents the process of local wisdom adaptation through
local wisdom from coconut products by searching back into the past to present.
The community had knowledge about the production from coconut, the local
plant that grows naturally. This knowledge was built up from nature and the
lifestyle in the Maeglong basin. Coconut products are for consumption in the
form of food or dessert, kitchen and home utensils, materials for house
construction, medicine and health supplementary foods. Coconut tree is
therefore the valuable plant for the people in the Maeglong basin, and the
knowledge that was passed down to their descendants has become the
occupation of many generations. However, when society was transformed into
modern society and the industrial system, coconut products are processed as
raw materials for industrial plants. Additionally, the Maeglong basin
community is the place to produce food for the urban community. The lifestyle
of coconut growers changed into commercial production. Instead of the family
labor, they employed workforce to do the work in the garden and produce
coconut-palm sugar. Meanwhile, the descendants of these coconut gardeners
rarely maintained their local wisdom because they entered the school education
system, worked in town and in industrial factories. Many kinds of knowledge
are not passed down from the elders to their descendants. The knowledge for
living in modern society has to be an integrated knowledge that is mainly
related to the use of technology and convenience and the adaptation in response
to the market demand and the new lifestyle.

Keywords: Local wisdom, The community learning process
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