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Abstract
This research aims at investigating the distinctive characteristics of scientific articles in

2 types, for those who are not in the scientific field and who are in the scientific field. The analysis
is based on a case study of the application of metaphors describing the genetic code and protein
analysis in three Specialist “Nature” and three Non- specialist scientific articles “NewScientist”

The results revealed that the two types have their own characteristics. There were more various

quantities and forms of metaphor in Non-specialist texts as well as the use of the quotation to signal for
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the metaphor, which was not found in the other type. For Specialist texts, metaphors were used in more

restricted way, both in number and forms, in addition, most of them appeared in the simple word forms

and used as literal concepts rather than figurative concepts

Keywords: Metaphor, Target domain, Source domain, Figurative meaning, Literal meaning
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