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THE DEVELOPMENT OF CRAFT FROM LACQUER WARE
PRODUCTION PROCESS
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Abstract

Lacquer ware is created from local wisdom and has been considered Lanna identity since
ancient times. Therefore, this research aimed to 1) study, survey and collect data of lacquer ware, Lanna
local wisdom, in order to conserve this kind of art; 2) to experiment on development of materials and
lacquer ware production process to suit the current market, and 3) to develop the contemporary
design of lacquer ware including style, usage, painting, materials and lacquer ware production process to
meet the customers’ needs. The population and sample of this study were 1) Data Collection Group
manufacturers and suppliers of lacquer ware in the upper northern part of Thailand; and manufacturers
in Keng Tung in Chan State which is situated in the east of Myanmar; 2) Data Analysis Group for marketing
and evaluating lacquer ware models namely, manufacturers, suppliers and experts in lacquer ware.
Purposive sampling of Tai Khuen in Chiangmai was used in this study.

The results were as follows :

1. The investigation found that : 1) lacquer ware originated in China, then expanded to the
south, the east and other Asian countries, with different techniques for lacquer ware manufacturing in different
historical times while makers of Lanna lacquer ware were derived from Tai Khuen captives brought from Keng

Tung during King Kawila’s reign, 2) lacquer ware manufacturing areas in Chiangmai were situated in Nantaram
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Temple community, Tambon Haya , Amphur Muang and along Chiangmai-Sankamphaeng Road. In Keng
Tung, lacquer ware was produced and sold in Baan Chom Mon by Chan people, 3) materials and process of
lacquer ware production consisted of : (1) lacquer resin taken from big lacquer trees by Lanna people, (2)
materials used to make lacquer ware base which were ‘bamboo hia’ (hai hia), mango wood and monkey pod
or rain tree wood, (3) the purpose of coating lacquer ware with lacquer resin which was to give the objects
sturdy, smooth and shiny surface, (4) four types of lacquer ware decoration - Lai Rot Nam or gold gilding, Lai
Kud or filled lacquer, color painting and egg shells inlay. Similarly, Keng Tung lacquer ware was made from
‘bamboo hia’ and coated with lacquer resin like Lanna lacquer ware. However, the decoration was called Lai
Noon (Thayo).

2. Materials experiment and analysis found that : 1) lacquer ware base was made from two
kinds of materials - artificial materials and native natural raw materials, 2) artificial materials could be
used to coat lacquer ware instead of lacquer resin, 3) it was found that a new decoration and painting
design for lacquer ware using stickers, plant seeds and rubber tree sawdust could be used to add value
to the objects.

3. For contemporary design and development, it was found that : 1) method of setting lacquer
ware base should correspond to the materials, 2) collected marketing data revealed that there were
similar numbers of male and female customers aged between 41-50. Most of them purchased lacquer
ware for home decoration. The rest purchased the products for souvenirs, home appliances and
ornaments. Contemporary gold gilded lacquer ware was preferred. Selling price started from 100 baht,
3) two factors should be taken into account for lacquer ware design : (1) Internal Factors - These were
materials and production method, usefulness and products shapes, (2) External Factors - These included
competitiveness, compatibility with international system, safety control, and natural resource and environment

conservation.
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