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IDENTITY OF CHAKANGRAO FROM AN ANCIENT CITY
TO CREATIVE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT
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Abstract

This research was to study on the identity of Chakangrao, an ancient historic town, and then
developed to be a creative tourism in Kamphaeng Phet province by employing both qualitative and
quantitative research method. The scope of the study was divided to two parts, which were the identity and
the management of tourism. In term of the qualitative information, the identity of the ancient cities was
indicated to 3 issues: social and community identity, history and cultural identity of the 5 ancient cities.
These 5 cities were Kosamphi city, Trai Trueng city, Khontee city, Bang Phan city and Thepnakorn city.
Each of these cities was studied in the context of the city's identity and the way of life of people in the

community in term of the cultural heritage. All the tourists had chance to learn on the routine life of the local
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people and can be developed to be a creative tourism activity for the whole year, which can promote the
participation between the tourists and the native people in the community and the tourism in the area. This
kind of tourism can also induce the local to participate with the tourists in order to do the creative activities to
promote the tourism in the ancient city. This way can also be employed as tool to balance between the
change in the community caused by the tourism and the benefit gained. In term of the quantitative data, it
was found that most of the tourists were convinced by visiting the ancient temples and places, including
cultural and community activities. However, facilities and transportation to visit these 5 ancient cities are just
moderate, though there are many low price accommodations in the area that are safe, clean and suitable to
stay. For the initiative tourism program, the tourists are most interested in Khontee city, then Trai Trueng
city, Bang Phan city, Thepnakorn city and Kosamphi city respectively. The data obtained in this research can
lead to the development of the creative tourism, in order to convince the tourists to visit there for the whole
year.

Keywords: Identity, Chakangrao, Historic town, Creative tourism development
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