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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to appraise potential of the Railay Bay, a tourism site situated
within Hat Nopphatthara - Mu Ko Phiphi national park, examine tourists’ perception of such potential
and scrutinize the association between factors and the perception of matrice perceived not to meet
criteria. With sustainability as a key concern, stakeholders want to introduce a conservation-oriented
management to the tourism site. To achieve that end, tourism resources need to be surveyed so their
value, priority and utility limitations can be determined, appropriate type (s) of tourism decided and
tourists’ perception known. A survey entitled Evaluation of Nature Tourism Site Potential is used.
Three tourism types, five tourism criteria and a total of thirty matrice are determined. Whilst the quality
value is gleaned from a survey of 11 local representatives, the priority one comes from the Prioritize
Matrice table. The appraisal is done by 3 selected experts in the field and with a weight equation.
The examination of the tourists’ perception is based upon the survey of a sample of 403 Thai tourists.
The analysis relies upon descriptive statistics whilst the matrice perceived not to meet the criteria are
analyzed through the Chi-Square method in relation with the factors of prior experience and spending
time at the tourism site. According to this study then, the Railay Bay has the highest potential for
adventure tourism followed by general nature tourism. The tourists’ perception points to the same
types of tourism in the same order. Most matrice that would reflect an ecotourism-oriented
management exhibit a lower-than-criteria quality value and are perceived not to meet the criteria. With
the association between the factors and the perception examined, having been to the tourism site
corresponds with the perception in most matrice. The majority of the surveyed tourists are first-time
visitors and demonstrate a perception that does not meet the criteria. The conclusion of this study is
as follows: - the Railay Bay can be developed to be semi-adventure nature tourism under an
consrvation-oriented management. The management team should raise key ecotourism matrice to
exceed the criteria. Areas for each type of tourism may be determined so corresponding experiences

can be promoted and communication by the management team effectively planned.

Keywords: Tourism Attraction Potential, Perception, RailayBay, Hat Noppharatthara — Mu Ko Phi
Phi National Park
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