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Abstract

The objective of this research to study the biological characteristics, wisdom of raising,
breeding and utilizing stingless bees including the development guideline of environmental
education center on conservation of local wisdom on stingless bees. The qualitative research
was used in this study, and the data were collected by participatory observation, in—depth interview,
focus group discussion in a target group of 21 participants who were local philosophers, com-
munity leaders, and others raising stingless bees in the local stingless bees breeder. The
results showed that 4 species of stingless bees have been found in the Patawee subdistrict,
i.e., Chanrong Paktra (Lepidotrigona terminate Smith), Chanrong Konngern (Tetragonula pagdeni
Schwarz), Chanrong Konngern Lunglai (Tefragonula fuscobalteata Cameron), Chanrong Superchiew
(Hypotrigona klossi Schwarz). The success of local wisdom of raising and breeding stingless
bees have to use the academic knowledge of biology, lair supervision and expansion. The
local wisdom of utilizing stingless bees was used them as pollinating insects, utilization from
honey and transformation of the products received from stingless bee to produce soap, skin
lotion, and shampoo. The ways to develop the educational environmental center on con-
servation of local wisdom on stingless bees were as follows: creating the network for par-
ticipation; managing the administrative structures; setting up the Office of Knowledge Evidence;

and rearranging the administrative mechanism, publication and budget.

Keywords: Environmental Education Center, Local Wisdom, Stingless bee
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