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Abstract

Village health volunteers (VHVs) having adequate health literacy for chronic kidney
disease prevention (HLCKDP) could be able to work to promote HLCKDP to people in the
community. Effective health literacy (HL) promotion should be encouraged in line with science
literacy (SL). This research had to develop a science and health literacy enhancement program
on chronic kidney disease (CKD) prevention for VHVs. The research objectives were to: 1)
compare the SL of VHVs before and after participating in the program, and 2) compare HVHs’
HLCKDP before and after participating in the program. The participants were 27 VHVs who
were in the area of the Ban Mai health promoting hospital in Pak Kret district. Research
instruments included 1) the program consisting 7 activities that allow VHVs to practice using
scientific competencies in learning about CKD prevention based on the components of HL, 2)
the pre— and post—science literacy tests, and 3) the pre— and post-health literacy tests on
CKD prevention for participating in the program as the research tools. The data were analyzed
by descriptive statistics and t-test for dependent samples. The findings found that VHVs
participating in the program had SL and HLCKDP which were significantly higher than those
before participating in the program at the 0.05. Therefore, this program is beneficial for future
application and further development for promoting HL on CKD and other chronic non—com-

municable diseases to VHVs or health leaders who are similar to the VHVs.

Keywords: Village health volunteers, Science literacy, Health literacy, Chronic kidney

disease prevention, Science literacy enhancement program
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