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Abstract

Based on my field experience as a student teacher, | was assigned to teach science
to grade 3 students. The aims of this study were to develop the students’ environmental literacy
that comprised environmental knowledge, attitude towards environmental protection, and pro—
environmental behaviors in the topic of the Importance of Air Quality and Pollution using place—
based learning and to discern good practices in teaching this approach. The participants
included 31 students. Data gathering tools included an environmental knowledge test, a ques-
tionnaire of attitude towards environment and a questionnaire about pro—environmental be-
haviors, tasks, reflective journals, feedback from a university supervisor and a cooperating
teacher. To determine the effect of place—based learning, each component of environmental
literacy collected before and after instruction was compared. The findings indicate that each
component of environmental literacy in terms of scores and level of quality increases. Re-
garding good practices on place—based teaching, there were two recommended teaching
techniques and tips: first, using a local and familiar situation to the students. To let them aware
and sense the magnitude of local environmental problems and their impacts, teachers should
use empirical data. Second, teacher should integrate art in a design process to create a product
and used hands—on activities to encourage the students to get involve in pro—environmental

actions. These good practices could help improve students’ environmental literacy.

Keywords: Environmental literacy, Place—based education, Air and air pollution
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