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Abstract

The objectives of this research are 1) to encourage Bang Namphueng community’s
people to learn about defining unique characteristics of tourism attraction and participating
in planning for defining a systematic travel guidebook form. 2) To build up a local
travel guidebook by using the involvement process of community people at Bang
Namphueng sub-district, Prapradaeng district, Samutprakarn province. 3) To evaluate
the quality of the travel guidebook and satisfaction of community participants, namely
community leaders, seniors, stakeholders, tourists, local government sectors, private
sectors and dwellers in Bang Namphueng community.

The methodology of this study was implemented by the use of an involvement
and learning process of individuals in the community to build up the local travel
guidebook by learning to determine unique characteristics of tourism location and
tourism resources in terms of natural, cultural, traditional including people’s ways of
life in accordance with the communities’ context. The research outcome showed the
people’s participation in defining joint unique characteristics between participants in
communities and the researcher. The main characteristic presented green areas, cultures,
and traditional ways of life that the people living in Bang Namphueng community have
the good manner. More importantly, people’s most obviously outstanding characteristic
requirements of tourism location for writing the local travel guidebook was Bang Namphueng
floating market and community forests respectively.

As for evaluating, it was found that most tourists were satisfied the local travel
handbook in 4 aspects such as Formatting, information content, language usage and
pictures used in the handbook with the average at 4.07, closely followed by commmunities’
satisfaction with average at 3.87. This handbook is beneficial for tourists 1) to learn
about the background of Bang Namphueng sub-district, 2) to know information about
Bang Namphueng tourism location, 3) to present beautiful pictures illustrating the
local travel book with a good content, appropriate size and interesting formatting. The
Bang Namphueng travel guidebook was also assessed at 99.5% for being a good role

model of the travel handbook that is suitable for further publishing.

Keywords: Guidebook for community based tourism, Community participation
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