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The Style of Thai Stupa in Early Rattanakosin Period
Found at Phnom Oudong Royal Cemetery
in Oudong District, Cambodia
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Abstract

This research aims to study the historical, social and cultural knowledge
between Thailand and Cambodia in the early Rattanakosin period which are
reflected on the style of Stupa from the royal cemetery of Phnom Oudong.
As some of the Stupas built in this Royal cemetery have their characteristics
similar to those of the early Rattanakosin period in Thai arts which indicate the
relationship and influences of Thai arts on Cambodian arts. This study scopes
only on the Stupas created during the reign of King Rama 1 till the reign of King
Rama 3 of Thailand or reveal the influences of that period.

Results of the study showed that three Stupas in Phnom Oudong got the

influence of Thai Stupa style in Early Rattanakosin period.
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The first Stupa kept parts of the ashes of King Narayanaraja (King Ang Eng)
built in 1796 currently the same period as the reign of King Rama 1, was built
in the square-based stupa style with 20 indented corners (three squared-based
layers and decorate liked singha’ s leg supporting a tall and square bell-shaped)
which similar to the golden Stupa in the Emerald Buddha Temple in Bangkok.

The second Stupa kept parts of the ashes of Samdach Preah Outey
Reachea (King Ang Chan) built in 1834 the same period as the reign of King Rama
3 seems to have Thai artistic influences less than the earlier period. The Stupa
style was brought back to Ayutthaya art style especially its lotus base which is
most probably caused of the reduction of Thai political influence on Cambodia.

The third Stupa kept parts of the ashes of Samdach Preah Hariraksha Rama
Isvara Adipati (King Ang Duang) built in 1892 the same period as the reign of King
Rama 5. The important influence of early Rattanakosin style which found only
one Stupa in Phnom Oudong is the colourful porcelain decoration which very
similar to Thai Stupas during the reign of King Rama 3 such as a group of four

royal Stupas at Wat Phra Chetuphon or Wat Pho in Bangkok.

Keywords: Royal Cemetery at Phnom Oudong in Cambodia, The Style of Thai
Stupa in Early Rattanakosin Period
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