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Euthanasia in the time of Nazi German:
The pain that still hurts.
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Abstract

If talking about the crimes committed by the Nazis in World War II, most of
the people would think about the Holocaust of the Jews. Just only a few would
think about the crime the Nazis committed to their own people by the mean
of Euthanasia. In German society at that time, the people were divided into two
groups, or into “worthy” and “unworthy” people. The main criterion the Nazis
used to divide their people was the ability to work. That means, the one, who

was healthy and could work for his homeland, was recognized as “worthy”.
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The unworthy people, or the people who were ill or disable to work, were
to be destroyed in an Euthanasia program, for which the Nazis had tried out
various measures to legitimate it, but failed. But the cruelty of the crime committed
at that time has made Euthanasia a fresh pain in the heart of many Germans and

thus could influence the discussion of this topic nowadays.

Key Words: Nazi, Euthanasia, German society
uni

NnIIALsINUAIANtesLan ATy (National Socialist German Worker’s
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Wasuluegnedud

NAIUINITNINAIUNITIUD AT HIAUVDLYDTUTIY A.A. 1933

vdanildmsaiwminnenizuueiud saaesldnensmuasuamsdes
wardemungoslliiulunuiinudosns viednfevilsfenmgaunisaivesnssnund
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igﬂLﬁmﬁaﬁmmaﬂwmﬁaﬂwaiﬁu (Decree for the Protection of the German People)
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