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Abstract

The objectives of this study are 1) to study the rural community
problems in Thailand, 2) to study the role of The Royal Thai Armed Forces
in rural development according to the Royal Initiatives, and 3) to present
the effective enhancement of the Royal Thai Armed Forces role in rural
development according to the Royal Projects. This study is a qualitative
research which emphasizes on the previous studies’ findings. In addition,
50 community leaders from Northern, Upper Northeastern, Lower
Northeastern, Central and Southern part of Thailand and 50 Thai soldiers
of Rural Development Projects were experimented as a focus group
discussion as well as the stakeholders. The obtained data were analyzed by

using the content analysis technique.
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The result shows that the major rural Thai problems, that lead
to other crisis, are destroyed natural resources and uneducated local
people. These issues are the causes of failure in unsustained rural
development. It is useful to set a specific goal in rural development, which is
based on Royal Projects of King Rama 9. Therefore, local people understand the

sufficient ways of living and are able to continue their lives independently.

The work loads of Thai Armed Forces in rural areas development were
divided into 4 categories, which are 1) transportation route building, 2) water
utility providing, 3) career development and encouragement, and 4) creating
related activities that support the Royal Initiatives, which bring the potentiality
of Thai soldiers including military-hardware, necessary machines and equipment.

All of the efforts are to develop the country according to Royal Initiatives.

The appropriate roles of Thai Armed Forces in rural areas development
based on Royal Projects consist of 1) a role of main responsibility, and 2) a role
to support the working procedures based on Royal Initiatives. The key aspects
are 1) creating and encouraging self-learning in the community, 2) stimulating
locals to solve the community problems by following the Royal Initiatives motto,
3) motivating people to appreciate the King’s efforts, and 4) enhancing locals’
abilities and equipment, which would lead to rural areas development in human

and natural resources improvement, as well as learning development.

Keywords: Armed Force Development Command, Rural Development,

Royal Development Projects.
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