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“Bhalamueng Koh Kong” and “Patchantanakaropamakhatha’:
Buddhist Literature and the Represent of Thai Diaspora of Koh Kong Citizens
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Abstract
Mueng Koh Kong, or called by another name; Patchanta Khirikhet, is located on

Thailand east coast near Trat province. Koh Kong used to be part of Thailand but after
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the Franco-Siamese War in 1893, it has become the protectorate of Cambodia since. This
resulted in Thai Diaspora for the people who live in Koh Kong. However, using Buddhist
religious practices as a mean to present their true identity through culture dynamic, Koh
Kong people created local literatures. The literatures are “Bhalamueng Koh Kong” and
“Patchantanakaropamakhatha”; the former is the text read in the Thet Mahachat Ceremony
and the latter is recited in merit making ceremonies. This research aims to study how Koh
Kong citizens present themselves as Thai Diaspora through these two literatures, which are
not only used to create the collective memory among these people but also used as
didactic literature that illustrate the lost caused by colonization.

Keywords: Local Literature, Buddhist Literature, Thai Diaspora, Literature and Society
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