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Socialist Realism — The Basic Principle of Soviet Literature

Sanchai Suwangbutra
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Abstract

After the October Revolution, the Bolsheviks established an institution called
Proletkut which sought to pull all arts into the service of the dictatorship. Having come to
power in 1927, Joseph Stalin dissolved the Proletarian and promulgated the decree on Party
Resolution on Restructuring of Literary and Artistic Organizations in 1932, which afterwards
became the basic idea of Socialist Realism. Two years later the Union of Soviet Writers was
founded and the first All-Union Congress of Soviet Writers of 1934 laid down the basic
method of Soviet literature and literary criticism which became known as Socialist Realism.

Its aim was to educate people the goals and meaning of communism and to create a new
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type of human being or the so-called the “New Soviet Man” or the “Engineer of the Souls”.
Between 1945-1991 Socialist Realism was the official aesthetic of the Soviet Union and the
Soviet Bloc in Eastern Europe. However, in 1985 when Gorbachev became the Soviet
leader, Socialist Realism was gradually abandoned.

Keywords: Socialist Realism, Union of Soviet Writers, Communism
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