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Role of Buddhist Monk to Develop Sustainable Relation

between Thailand and Cambodia
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This article presents the role of Buddhist monks in developing a sustainable
relationship between Thailand and Cambodia, focusing on Surin and Oddar Meanchey
provinces. Almost all Thais and Cambodians are Buddhist. Despite political changes during
Cambodia’s social evolution and frequent conflicts and misunderstandings between the two
countries, Buddhism has served as the foundation cementing bonds between people of
these two nations. Religion, as a focal point, connects people with common root and culture
through modern communication systems that can by-pass and avoid state control. Ethnicity
and culture, based on a globalization conceptual framework, are used to analyze this
relationship as studied under 2 project entitled (1) ‘Leadership development for sustainable
relationships between Thailand and Cambodia in Thai-Cambodian border areas’ and (2)
‘sister temples project’.

Keywords: Buddhism, Ethnicity, Thai-Cambodian Relationship, Globalization, ASEAN
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