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Abstract
This article was aimed at conducting process evaluation of the drug addict
rehabilitation policy for inmates in Thailand through the Department of Corrections (Macro

Level) and through prisons and correctional institutions (Micro Level). It found that the policy
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and programs for drug inmate rehabilitation set forth by the Department of Corrections are
clear and appropriate. Nonetheless, prisons and correctional institutions are unable to
implement them effectively, which is a result of actual situations of the drug problem,
characteristics of operational units, physical characteristics of operation areas, and the
operational structure of prisons and correctional institutions. Accordingly, drug inmate
rehabilitation is a “secondary mission” of prisons and correctional institutions. The number of
inmates that respective prisons and correctional institutions have to detain exceeds their
capacity, and the Department of Corrections cannot cope with this issue. Therefore, drug
inmate rehabilitation should be focused on four aspects, namely the characteristics of
inmates, characteristics of rehabilitation programs, characteristics of program officers, and
characteristics of prisons and correctional institutions. All of these characteristics have to be
conducive to rehabilitation work, which is a specific task for prisons and correctional
institutions.

Keywords: Policy, Rehabilitation, Drug, Prison, Correctional Institution
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