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Abstract

This is an article from a modification of ideal and actual motherhood identities: A case
study of working women in the Bangkok Metropolis. The first objective of this research was to
study the processes and interactions of ideal and actual motherhood identities of working
women in the Bangkok Metropolis. The second objective was to investigate the social and
cultural structure imposed on these women. This research was strictly qualitative in nature. The
research techniques utilized were Documentary research, In-depth interview, and Photovoice.

Results from this research show that the processes of ideal and actual motherhood
identities were complex, unclear, and were devoid of stereotypes. Identity of motherhood is
often learned by individuals during childhood or pregnancy. However, after giving birth, many
mothers found that conditions of culture and society vastly affected their identity of motherhood
such as, maternity rights and mother’s return to work. Additionally, working women felt a great
sense of conflict between the roles of mother and worker, as both have vast relative importance.
This conflict inevitably led to feelings of great frustration, and a lack of perceived success in
their life. Mothers modify their identities of motherhood such that it remains consistent with their
personalities.

Keywords: |dentity, Motherhood
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