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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study the ability of second year Business
English major students under the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at Rambhai
Barni Rajabhat University to analyze expository text structures, cohesion and to determine
the problems concerning the ability. The study was conducted with 42 students taking
English 2022202: A Discourse Approach in Reading, a course offered in the second
semester of the 2010 academic year. The research instrument was the 40 —item test used to
measure the students’ ability to analyze the 4 different text structures; listing, time order,
cause — effect and comparison. The data obtained were analyzed for mean, standard
deviation and percentage. The results revealed that not only the students’ overall ability in
text structure analysis, but also their ability in each text structure did not reach the 80%
criterion. Problems of students’ ability on text structure analysis were found the highest on
the listing pattern, while the lowest on the cause-effect one. When considering the analysis
of cohesion of expository text structure, the students’ average cohesion ability in each type
did not reach the 80% criterion. The results of this research illustrated that the highest to
lowest on signal words, references, cohesion in sentences, main ideas, text types and
cohesion in passages were 60.24%, 58.80%, 33.10%, 27.14%, 20.95% and 14.52%
respectively.

Keywords: ExpositoryTtext, Analysis, Text Structure
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