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On the Way to be a Football Fanclub:

A Case Study of MuangThong Nongjorg United
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Abstract

Amidst today’s modern society, the fact that an activity or culture of one community is spatially
remote from that of other places is no longer a problem in terms of communication because nowadays
technology has been so developed that the transmission of information from one location to the other side
of the world has been much faster than before. The phenomenon of ‘football fanclub’ in Thailand is an
activity partly resulted from the influx of the culture of watching, cheering, and organizing sports
organizations from abroad. As a result, the groups of football fanclub in the Thai society these days have
developed into sponsors of football clubs competing in the Thai Premier League. This study, therefore,
tries to explain the emergence of the groups of football fanclub in the modern Thai society as a form of
social groups—relevant to modernity, especially in terms of technological advance and the development
of capitalist economy today.

The researcher chose the sample by the means of purposive sampling. The sample was
selected from the fanclub members of Muangthong Nongjorg United with over-one-year membership.
Part of the sample was the 10 co-founders of the fanclub. Moreover, the executive and the staff of
Muangthong Nongjorg United were also interviewed so as to draw out the information about the football
club more comprehensively. The issues regarding the data collected from the sample are subdivided as
follows: (1) the issue of the formation of groups and organizations of the fanclub members of Muangthong
Nongjorg United; (2) the issue of activities and expression of the fanclub members; and (3) the issue of
space and capital (various forms of capital: economic, social, and symbolic).

The study found that the group of football fanclub of Muangthong Nongjorg United has already
been the audience of foreign football leagues. However, there are different factors causing them to
become the fanclub of this football club: for example, localism, the professional managerial skills of the
club’s executive, and so on. Nowadays, such a group has organized its own activities regularly and
continuously: friendly football matches, annual merit making, rehearsing singing the cheering songs of
the football club. These activities have strengthened the relationship between the fanclub members and
helped fully support the main activities organized by the football club. It can be said, then, that the group

of football fanclub of Muangthong Nongjorg United is like symbolic capital and cultural capital of this



football club—by attracting the attention of the mass media and football fans to follow the affairs of this
football club.

Keywords: Football Fanclub, Modern Thai Society, Cultural Capital, Field
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