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The Roles of the Four Pillars of Leadership in Preserving
and Transmitting Chinese Culture among Thai People of
Chinese Descent in Betong District, Yala Province.
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Abstract

This study aims to: (1) examine the Chinese culture of Thai-Chinese communities
in Betong District, Yala Province; (2) investigate the participation of the four pillars of
leadership and local communities in preserving and sustaining Chinese culture; and (3)
propose management approaches for preserving and sustaining Chinese culture among
Thai-Chinese communities amid a multicultural society. This study employed a
qualitative research methodology, including documentary research, in-depth interviews,
and focus group discussions. The informants were divided into three groups: (1) the
four pillars of leadership, comprising local administrative leaders, local community
leaders, natural leaders, and leaders of Chinese associations or religious leaders; (2)
Thai-Chinese residents; and (3) stakeholders involved in promoting cultural development
in Betong, including government agencies, state enterprises, and private organizations.
The findings revealed that the culture of Thai-Chinese communities in Betong District
can be categorized into three major dimensions: (1) the Chinese language, (2) Chinese
traditions and festivals, and (3) food culture. The participation of the four pillars of
leadership was found to play a prominent role in promoting major cultural traditions
through formal mechanisms aimed at enhancing tourism and local economic development.
In contrast, minor cultural traditions have become marginalized and receive limited

support, with most activities being organized informally within families of different
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Chinese subgroups. Therefore, management approaches for preserving Chinese culture
and traditions in Betong should be divided into two complementary strategies: (1)
promoting major cultural traditions and (2) developing and revitalizing minor cultural
traditions. Both strategies should be integrated under a cultural tourism framework
that creates linkages among various cultural elements. The study further recommends
that the Southern Border Provinces Administrative Centre (SBPAC), in collaboration
with relevant agencies, formulate a master development plan for Betong to provide a
common framework for area-based development and strengthen Betong as a cultural
tourism destination. Such a plan should integrate both major and minor cultural traditions,
linking food culture, environmental and natural resources, and local ways of life. In
addition, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (Narathiwat Office) should support the
development of recreational spaces, cultural tourism routes, and tourism packages

through strategic promotional activities.
Keywords: Management, Four pillars leadership, Chinese culture, Thai Chinese
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