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Abstract

This study, Love with Reservation: Exploring the Anthropology of Love, examines
the status and cultural perceptions of love across diverse societies. It investigates the
social construction of love by drawing on academic literature, research articles, and
studies on emotions, feelings, and love produced by Thai and international scholars,

with particular emphasis on the social sciences and, especially, anthropology.
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The findings indicate that love has historically been examined predominantly within
psychology and neuroscience, while receiving comparatively limited attention in the
social sciences. In early human history, love as a concept was not clearly articulated,
as sexual relations were primarily linked to survival and reproduction. From the
eighteenth century onward, the meaning of love became intertwined with the rise
of industrial society, in which marriage played a significant role in securing economic
stability. At the same time, romantic love—highly celebrated in the West—was
disseminated globally, though still shaped by social norms regarding partner selection
and social parity. Comparative anthropological studies further reveal that arrangements
for intimate partnership, whether formalized as marriage or not, are deeply embedded
in specific cultural contexts and social hierarchies. Overall, this study demonstrates
that love is a socially and culturally constructed concept rather than a universal,

unchanging phenomenon.
Keywords: Anthropology of love, Socio and cultural with love, The construction
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5Gupta, G. R. (1976). Love, Arranged Marriage, and the Indian Social Structure. Journal of Comparative Family
Studies, 7, 75-85. https://doi.org/10.3138/jcfs.7.1.75
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6CompLJLsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence (1980) Rich, Adrienne Cecile. Journal of Women’s History,
Volume 15, Number 3, Autumn 2003, pp. 11-48 (Article) Published by The Johns Hopkins University Press DOI:
10.1353/jowh.2003.0079
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7Tshivhase, Mpho. “Love as the Foundation of Ubuntu.” Synthesis Philosophica, 33, no. 1 (2018).. 197-208.
https://doi.org/10.21464/sp33112
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