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From Lanna to Siam: The Development of Chiang Mai from
the Mangrai Dynasty to the Vassal State Period under Siam
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Abstract

This study investigates the factors and processes underlying the urban development
of Chiang Mai Province from the Mangrai Dynasty to its period of vassalage under Siam.
Data were collected from historical documents and records related to Chiang Mai and
analyzed using content analysis to trace the origins and evolution of the city across
spatial and temporal dimensions. The study divides the emergence and transformation
of Chiang Mai into four key periods: (1) the pre-urban stage preceding the establishment
of Chiang Mai, (2) the Mangrai Dynasty, (3) the era of Burmese suzerainty, and (4) the
period during which Chiang Mai became a vassal state under Siam. The findings reveal
that urban development began during the Mangrai Dynasty and expanded into suburban
areas, driven by economic, religious, and military factors. During the Burmese suzerainty,
Chiang Mai experienced a decline in both urbanization and suburbanization, influenced
by similar factors. A comparable pattern occurred during the vassalage period under
Siam, characterized by deurbanization followed by phases of reurbanization shaped
by military, economic, and religious conditions. The study suggests that future research
should integrate insights from Thailand’s First to Thirteenth National Economic and
Social Development Plans to enhance the understanding of contemporary theories

and processes of urban development.
Keywords: Lanna, Spatio-temporal dimensions, Urban origins, Urban development
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