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Abstract

This research has two objectives: 1) to study perceptions on the role of the
Thai elderly club in public service and 2) to present the role of the Thai Elderly Club
in public service. This is a mixed-method research. By analyzing the questionnaire
inquiring from a sample group of 394 elderly club presidents from all regions across
Thailand, the role of elderly clubs can be categorized into five areas of public service:
community development role, religious role, traditional culture role, educational role,
and recreational role. This research consists of frequency and percentage distribution
and analyzed interviews with key informants. Ten representatives from various sectors
were directly involved in the development of the role of the senior elderly club in
public service, using content analysis methods.

The results show that 1) the role of the elderly club in public service from the
greatest to the least is the religious role, traditional culture role, community development
role, recreational role, and educational role, respectively (means 4.28, 4.16, 4.11, 4.06,
and 4.02, respectively) and 2) proposals regarding the role of the senior elderly club
in public service are divided into two main parts. The first is the overall proposal.
(Elderly clubs should work together with the government sector, which is the original
interaction partner. Elderly clubs should work together with other networks and push
for elders’ clubs to have the potential to take care of themselves, to the point of
pushing for elders’ clubs to operate like social enterprises). The second proposal is a
proposal on a side-by-side basis. Elderly clubs should emphasize the roles that have
given both importance and the most participation to members in activities, religious
roles, followed by cultural and traditional roles. In addition, the elderly club should
focus on other roles as well, especially the role of academic services and community

service or social roles.
Keywords: Thai elderly club, Public service
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