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Abstract

This research is a qualitative study with the following objectives: 1) to investigate
the strength of the San Saeb Canal communities in the Wattana district of Bangkok,
within the framework of sustainable development 2) to study the needs of the
communities and networks and 3) to propose policy recommendations by collecting
data from relevant organizations, other documents, and conducting interviews with
community representatives and leaders. Subsequently, the data will be analyzed
using content analysis, and the study’s findings will be presented through a synthesis.

The research findings reveal that 1) community representatives identify key
strengths of the community as its location, which facilitates transportation; unity and
active participation in collective activities. Additionally, they recognize the importance
of collaborating with external groups in the development and strengthening of the
community. 2) Community representatives are aware that building a sustainable
community is challenging but feasible with government assistance. 3) Regarding policy
recommendations, firstly, raising awareness about community issues among community
members is crucial to stimulate recognition, understanding, and the desire to collectively
address problems. Secondly, the government, private sector, and civil society must
acknowledge the importance of collaboration in a networked fashion to achieve goals
or address complex societal issues. Lastly, Srinakharinwirot University should play a
pivotal role in supporting communities by providing knowledge and understanding of
issues and problem-solving approaches. The University should define a clear mission
and role as a central support hub, fostering the creation and development of networks

within communities until they can successfully build resilience on their own.

Keywords: Community strengths, Development of networks, Sustainable development,

Communities along Saen Saeb Canal
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