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Unexpected Result of Gender Variable in Social Loafing
Evaluation: Online Experiment on Priming Locus of
Control in Student’s Different Traits of Locus of Control
to Reduce Social Loafing Behavior in Work Group
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Abstract

This research aims to study priming locus of control on social loafing behavior
in work group in different trait-of-locus-of-control targets. The samples are 171
undergraduate students between 18 to 24 years old. The research is a quasi-experimental
factorial 2X2 design (trait of locus of control X priming locus of control). The dependent
variable is social loafing behavior. There are four groups: are 1) 46 samples of trait-of-
internal-locus-of-control group with internal-locus-of-control priming 2) 44 samples
of trait-of-external-locus-of-control group with internal-locus-of-control priming 3) 49
samples of trait-of-internal-locus-of-control group with no priming and 4) 32 samples
of trait-of-external-locus-of-control group with no priming. The process is split into two
periods, recruiting period and experimental period. In recruiting period, participants
were screened via a questionnaire in google Form. Participants are classified into one
trait of locus of control (either internal locus of control or external locus of control).
Then, participants are appointed to participate in experimental period via Zoom Meeting.
During this period, participants are randomly assigned before the session started into
one condition (either priming internal locus of control, or control condition). Participants
are asked to do priming task depending on conditions, and then complete an online
brainstorming task to assess social loafing behavior. Lastly, participants were debriefed
and the session ended.

The study reveals that trait of locus of control and priming locus of control do
not have main effect or interaction effect on social loafing behavior. However, we find
that gender seems to have an influence on social loafing behavior as males are more

motivated to do the online brainstorming taskthan females (to list the way to use knife
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as much as possible). This result suggests that gender variable can affect social loafing
behavior if such work is the kind of work that men and women are motivated to do
differently.

Keywords: Trait of locus of control, Priming locus of control, Social loafing behavior
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WUSUSIULUUEBINNG édﬁﬁaﬁaﬁﬂﬁﬁamwmau Independent-sample T-Test 11AZLLUU
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INNTIATIZINUIN ﬂéjuél,‘ﬁ’ﬁlﬁumieﬁﬂLWﬂ‘ZﬁEJVIszJﬂ 37 AU (M = 20.6, SD = 12)
seymensnsitauiinenunldsiuiusenisuinninguitnsannsisendumamdgs
Wavin 134 au (M = 16.8, SD = 8.75) g dtud 1Ay 9ads, 1(169) = 2.13, p < .05 A3
Aadlunedl 3 fuansaiadevessiuiusenmsmsinuiialureuvesnameuaging
Wi waza13197 4 Auanensiesent Independent Sample T-Test fiuandliidiuindmeu
e 2 walianauanssiusehditeddynisetn Ineamrmeidnadovessiuausenis
nsldeusialuAneuinnninnandgsey 3.78 18013

A151991 3: ANEDAYDIIIUIUTIENTITNIS LR TUAINBUUSUTEUTENINNAY LAY

LWAIEYS
LA N Mean SD
FUIUTWNSNS LR Female 134 16.8 8.75
male 37 20.6 12.05

A157199 4: HAaN15LATIZH Independent Sample T-Test W3gUEUIIUIUTIBAITNNT I
NUAATEAIYIBRAEUGS (N = 171)

Statistic df P Mean difference SE difference

WINPT Student’s t 2134 169  0.034 -3.78 1.77

A5 lEuiia

@ Levene’s test is significant (p < .05), suggesting a violation of the assumption of equal variances
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