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Abstract

The founding of the Dhammayut Nikaya in Ramannadesa in 2419 B.E. was the
result of the establishment of Dhammayut Nikaya in Siam by King Mongkut in 2368 B.E.
which adapted from Master Monk Sai, Raman Nikaya. The journey back of the Raman
Nikaya in the form of Dhammayut Nikaya to Ramannadesa is important to the Mon
people in Ramannadesa as it was a cultural revival tool. Burma has assimilated the
language and Buddhism in Mon style after losing its last war in Hongsawadi since 2300
B.E. This research aims to 1) fulfill the history of the journey of Theravada Buddhism
in Raman Nikaya way from the beginning until established the deep root in Siam and
2) understand the political and social situation of both countries during the founding
period of Dhammayut Nikaya in Siam and the transformation of Dhammayut Nikaya
that takes Mon culture from Siam back to Ramannadesa by Maha Yen Buddhawangso
(Phra Tri Saranatat)- the Siam-born Mon Monk, for the restoration of Raman Nikaya
after the collapse of the Mon Kingdom until the point of becoming one of the nine
main denominations that the Myanmar government has certified nowadays. The
research shows that the culture upholding and the exchanging pattern of Buddhism in
cross border context from past to present reflects that both countries share cultural
roots by using Buddhism as a mutual core. It has been adapted and indulged in serving

the society and politics to get along with local culture.
Keywords: Mon, Ramannadesa, Raman Nikaya, Dhammayut Nikaya, Siam, Burma
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