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Abstract

This article aims to present a cooperative model to address the issue of drug
trafficking along the Thailand-Malaysia border. Document analysis and in-depth
interviews with different stakeholders were carried out to serve as the basis for analytic
induction, data interpretation, and the development of conclusions and a proposal
on the guidelines for establishing cooperation to address this issue appropriately
and concretely. The results reveals that an operation for drug interception along the
Thailand-Malaysian border among local agencies involve intergovernmental networks
and policy networks, which are aimed at establishing mechanisms for addressing this
issue in a systematic fashion under network-based public policy management. This
includes formulating strategic goals together, setting up a working group, providing
operational resource management, defining responsibilities for respective agencies
at the policy and operational levels, encouraging the exchange and brainstorming
between relevant agencies, and building knowledge and skills of government officials
within the network regularly. The guidelines for cooperation between these two
countries under the international framework should be developed at the policy
and operational levels. There should be guidelines for policy-level cooperation for
governments or central agencies which focus on joint prevention and surveillance
of the issue and the guidelines for policy implementation based on the local policy
frameworks and mechanisms for addressing this issue of each country. In addition,
there should be guidelines for operational-level cooperation which are based on public
network management, including setting shared goals based on situations of this issue
and the work context of relevant agencies in both countries and clearly defining units
and scope of work which enable cooperation between area-based operational units,

which result in tangible cooperative mechanisms among different agencies.
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