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Abstract

This qualitative study looks at the factors influencing student political participation
after the promulgation of the 2017 Constitution. The data was collected from a sample
group of students aged 18-25 years who were required to vote in the general election
held on 24 March 2019. The respondents consisted of a group of 60 students from
each of the following three universities: Nakhon Si Thammarat Rajabhat University,
Kasetsart University, and Silpakorn University. The study’s objectives included (a) to
identify the characteristics of the students that participated in political actions, (b) to
study the factors that influenced student political participation, and (3) to analyze the
effect of student political participation on the democratization process in Thailand.

The study’s findings illustrated that students were eager to participate in various
political activities whenever they had the opportunity. This included voting, participating
in the referendum, and engaging in political discussions. The students indicated that
the role of online media, especially Facebook and Twitter, was their most important
source of information. The study sample group stated they were interested in receiving
information daily or whenever there were opportunities. At the same time, the students
felt that when viewing the role of political parties, politicians, and the media, most
respondents had serious questions regarding these entities. The respondents also highlighted
that their participation in the political process was based upon their rights as Thai
citizens as they wished to further the development of the political process and
democracy in Thailand. The study similarly found that most students did not feel that
the present constitution supported political participation, and accordingly, the current

constitution needs to be amended at a high level.
Keywords: Political participation, Undergraduate students, Constitution
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