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Abstract

The past decade saw a rapid growth in Thailand’s vintage and second-hand
clothing business that has shed new light. In the past, the quality of the clothes and
social status of the consumers were negatively viewed. This qualitative study aims to
understand the relationships between human and vintage and second-hand clothes
that are expressed in spatial dimensions, as well as reasons for purchase and consumption
of sign. In-depth interviews with ten entrepreneurs and ten customers in Chiang Mai
City show that there are two types of vintage and second-hand clothing shops: 1) owners
who buy goods from the middlemen and 2) owners who select goods by themselves
from the original sources. The first type of shop is found near fresh and flea markets of
Chiang Mai City. Wide ranges of goods are offered, and hence wide ranges of the price.
The second type of shop is found near shopping malls in the central business area.
The types of goods are very specific with relatively higher starting price. Chiang Mai
customers are those who purchase second-hand clothes because of their economic
restrictions, and those who enjoy symbolic values of the goods, where the worthiness
of vintage and second-hand clothes is constituted from bodily sensing the physical
qualities, together with the stories and places the clothes have previously been associated.
Vintage and second-hand clothing shops are sites where reality and imagination, the
past and the present fold onto each other. It is a place for knowledge exchange and
social relations. By wearing such clothes, an individual turns body space into identity
space. Thus, the physical and social spaces of both the shops and the clothes are

inseparable.

Keywords: Vintage clothes, Second-hand clothes, Space, Consumption of sign
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