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Abstract

The promotion of hemp plantation on cadmium (Cd) contaminated agricultural
areas was examined as a means of developing community products through a case
study of Moo 2, Mae Tao Subdistrict, Mae Sot District, Tak Province. The aim was to
study problems of Cd contamination in farming soil in a community context of farmers,
with attitudes and opinions of community residents about promoting hemp plantation
development as a community product to find sustainable solutions to community
problems by promoting crop cultivation or replacement with plants of economic value
that still maintain the original agricultural lifestyle. Qualitative research was done by
collecting primary data through field visits for in-depth interviews and group interviews
to obtain viewpoints of community leaders and representatives.

Results were that most communities were engaged in agricultural rice cultivation
as an occupation as well as having different cultures and beliefs based on the farming
way of life and rice cultivation In addition, it was found that Cd contamination in the
soil of farmers affected occupations, income, and health, with people in the community
suffering from such symptoms as joint pain and bone pain as a consequence of the
contamination. One way to resolve the problem would be an alternative crop such as
hemp, which can be manufactured into fibers for export or processed to develop as a
community production in different forms for sale and refinement. Community leaders
and representatives had similar opinions in favor of the promotion of hemp planting,
if they maintained control of production with careful planting, crop security, as well as
official certificates authorizing that hemp may be planted legally. Training should also
be provided to educate villagers about how to grow, maintain, and transform the crop
to create jobs and bring new sources of income to the community while achieving

sustainable community development.
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