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Community Plan and Tourism Management by Community
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Abstract

In the past until today, Thai communities have experienced many problems
demanding viable solutions. The problem-solving process has traditionally followed
top-down policies from the government to the community or has involved community
investigation by professional researchers. However, in the final analysis, these community
problems did not decline. An alternative problem-solving method has been launched in Thai
communities called "community planning" for more than ten years.

This article discusses the background, conceptual framework, definition, and

process of community planning. In addition to applying the community planning approach
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to solve Thai community problems, presently, this strategy is linked with OTOP Village
Champion or OVC. Finally, the article analyses the community planning method with
suggestions for community and government activities to encourage public participation and

self-reliance, of vital importance for community development.
Key Word: Community Plan, Community Tourism, OTOP Village Champion or OVC
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