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Abstract

In 2003 the U.S. army occupied Irag in order to overthrow President Saddam
Hussein’s authoritarian regime. This led to resistance from a large number of Iraqgi people
including Muslim fighters from various Middle East countries who poured into Irag to
fight against the U.S. army. The resistance became more intense when the new Iraqi
government led by Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, a Shiite, was formed. He adopted
the discrimination policy towards Sunni people. This caused discontent and conflicts
between Sunnis and Shiites. The turmoil in Iraq, therefore, offered Muslim fighters
opportunity to gather into various armed forces.

The prominent one was a group led by Abu Musab al-Zargawi, a Jordanian.
This group which later became IS had bases both in Iraq and Syria. Zargawi’s group
obtained financial support from Al-Qaeda even though it was not a part of the latter.
Their relations depended more on mutual benefits than genuine alliance. Both were
opposed to U.S. and fought for Sunni people. Hence, the Sunni in Irag supported
Zargawi’s group. After U.S. adopted war on terrorism strategy in order to subjugate
different armed forces in Irag, Zargawi’s group then lost its chief leader and potency
in Irag. While it was trying to galvanize itself again, a civil war took place in Syria. The
armed group then extended its activities into Syria and to oppose the Syrian government.
Obtaining more fund, weapons and militiamen, the former Zargawi’s group which now
adopted the title ‘ISIS’ became strengthened and able to capture vast areas of land
located in both Iraq and Syria. In 2014, the establishment of Islamic State (IS) was then

declared; operations still continued with violence and without limit.
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