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The Dust Life of Beggars in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
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Abstract

This article aims to present the way of life and working of beggars in Ho Chi Minh
City, Socialist Republic of Vietnam and to study solutions to the problem on beggars
according to the human rights promotion and development policy of the Vietnam
government. Based on the study, it is found that the beggars in Ho Chi Minh City are
both Vietnamese citizens and foreigners who fled the city to earn a living. However,
this research also found as newborn beggars whose parents bring the babies to beg,
old beggars who earn their living by begging throughout their life, and handicapped
beggars. The beggars in Ho Chi Minh City are mostly found in the public areas with
enormous commuters all day. Earning a living for themselves and their families by
being beggars is not only begging for money for living, but also is a career for beggars
because it is easy to work and earn a better return than many regular jobs. To
sustainably solve this issue, the researcher proposed to have integrated coordination
between the Vietnam government agencies and international human rights organizations
in promoting the prevention and resolution of beggar problems, organizing homeless
beggars, monitoring and following up them closely, fostering cooperation with the
country of origin to oversee cross-border migration to prevent illegal immigration that
could result in trafficking subsequently, and using the mechanism of cooperation under
the ASEAN Community Action Plan to lift the regional solutions to attain the goal of
the need to improve the quality of life and wellbeing of ASEAN citizens as well as
eliminating poverty. The government should accelerate to solve the difference of
disproportionate development by improving and building opportunities for access to
resources and living factors, as well as educational opportunities, which is the foundation

to have a firm occupation in the future.
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