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Abstract

Downtown, or city center, may be called in different terms from one area to
another. But its meaning has been all agreed to be an area where the centers of
administration, business, transportation, as well as major urban activities are located.
Although a downtown boundary can be theoretically defined, it is a fuzzy space where
the exact boundary can hardly be defined in practice. This research aims to study
and analyze factors leading to differences in spatial cognition of residents in Nakhon
Pathom municipality. The hypothesis is whether the spatial cognition of residents
in Nakhon Pathom municipality would be different based on the individual’s basic
population characteristics.

This research employs behavioral geography methods as well as the geographic
information system to analyze the two factors: duration of living in the area and
education levels, which are expected to influence the differences in spatial cognition
of the residents. This research will display downtown boundaries drawn by the sample
group to express their spatial cognition. The results show that their downtown boundaries
definitely covers the Phra Pathom Chedi pagoda, but how much they will extend in
any direction from the pagoda depends on the duration of living in the area and the

levels of education of each individual.
Keywords: Spatial cognition, Downtown, GIS, Behavioral geography
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