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Vietnam’s Invasion of Cambodia:
Vietnam’s Threat Perception towards Cambodia
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Abstract

Among many clues finding reasons why Vietnam invaded Cambodia in 1978,
the author believes that the most important factor which led these two countries
to another Indochina war is “threat perception”. This study accordingly focuses in
examining reasons why Vietnam decided to invade Cambodia based on explanation
concerning to security dilemma theory. The study finds that the most important factor
which led Vietnam invaded Cambodia involved with its threat perception towards
Cambodia. This threat perception derived from a so-called “fear” involving five factors
including with 1) current situation 2) historical experience 3) cultural differences 4)
actions and policies of rival and 5) statesman’s anxiety. The threat perception of
Vietnam towards Cambodia also relates to its misperception. Perceiving Cambodia as
threat also led Vietnam misinterpreted any actions of Cambodia during 1975-1978 and

finally end up with a decision of invasion to its neighbor.
Keywords: Fear, Threat perception, Misperception
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