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Abstract

This article describes how traditional Chinese medicine trade in Thailand was affected by
Thai foreign policy towards the People’s Republic of China between 1950 and 1975, as well as
interaction between the private sector and Thai state about Chinese medicine trade during that time.

In 1959, implementation of the Announcement of the Revolutionary Council No. 53 prohibited
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the importation or distribution of merchandise originating from communist China, significantly
impeding trade in Chinese medicine through Chinese imports. However, local production and
consumption of Chinese medicine continued. Chinese medicaments from China continued to enter
Thailand’s medical industry by indirect trade through third countries between Thailand and China.
When international relations improved in 1970s, direct trade resulted between China and Thailand,
allowing entrepreneurs access to inexpensive materials and reducing dependence on third countries

for the Chinese medicine trade.

Keyword: Communist China; Red Chinese goods, Sino-Thai relationship, Sino-Thai trade, Traditional

Chinese medicine
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