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Abstract P.S.A. and prostate cancer : What practising physician should 

know ? 
Athikom Supabphol, M.D.* 

Prostate cancer, the most common man's cancer, is a slowing growing 

deadly cancer with very few signs and symptoms in the early stage. Prostate speciflc 

antigen (PsA) IS the proteolytic enzyme produced exclusively by human prostatic 

epithelial cells. PSA is the best and one of the most useful tumor markers currently 

available in all of oncology for diagnosis, staging, monitoring, providing an objective 

measure of treatment efficacy, progress and recurrence of the prostate cancer and 

comparing various treatment modalities. PSA test is easy, repeatable, non-tnvaslve 

and effective enough to be a valuable tool for practising physician, particularly when 

used with digital rectal examination (DRE) in detecting early prostate cancer. There 

are some limitations of its use. (MJS 7 9 9 7  ; 7 : 29 - 36) 
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